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Itõs hard to believe itõs already February and even harder to believe that it is 

2013. It seems like only yesterday people all over the world were worried about 

Y2K. Y2K is an abbreviation for òyear 2000.ó As that year approached, many 

feared that computer programs storing year values as two -digit figures, such as 

99, would cause relentless problems.  Mass panic swept the nation, then very 

few problems occurred and our worries were for naught. The ironic thing about 

that year was that Arkansas was hit by two major ice storms. They brought 

widespread power failures across the state, and were listed as the most damag-

ing ice storms in recorded state history (which dates to 1819). I say all that to 

express, what you worry about usually does not happen. Benjamin Franklin 

once said, òDo not anticipate trouble or worry about what may never happen. 

Keep in the sunlight.ó 

However, we know some things can be prepared for, and the Annual AECA 

Conference is one of those things! Thanks to the conference planning committee 

and the efforts of a wonderful board of directors the 51st Annual AECA Confer-

ence was a success. The speakers were outstanding, there were more exhibits 

this year, the after -hours party was well attended and attendees were seen 

having fun in many ways (see the pictures attached in this newsletter). Donõt 

miss out on the fun, plan to attend this event next year.  

The conference committee has already starting planning the 52 nd Annual AE-

CA Conference to be held in Hot Springs on October 10 -12, 2013. The confer-

ence theme is òItõs all about the brain baby!ó Keynote speakers have tentatively 

been selected and preparations are underway for exhibits, vendors, and pre-

senters. So, plan to attend the conference for some fantastic professional devel-

opment opportunities.  

Itõs not too late to make arrangements to attend the 64th  Annual SECA Confer-

ence to be held in Mobile, Alabama on February 28 - March 2, 2013. The confer-

ence theme is òHand in Hand: Children and Nature.ó Keynote speakers will be 

bringing information that you can use to explore nature with young children. I 

hope to see you there! 

The new board members are listed in this newsletter, so please take time to 

welcome them. Without their service the activities of this organization would 

not be possible. Thanks to the board members who are retiring from the board. 

Your efforts on behalf of children and families are greatly appreciated by my-

self and the membership.  

 

    Deniece Honeycutt, President ñ2012 

http://www.southernearlychildhood.org/seca_conference.php
http://www.southernearlychildhood.org/seca_conference.php
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President   
 Elaine Davis 

  president@arkansasearlychildhood.org 
 President -Elect  
 Jamie Morrison 

  presidentelect@arkansasearlychildhood.org 
 Immediate Past President  

 Deniece Honeycutt 
  pastpresident@arkansasearlychildhood.org 

 First Vice President -  Publications  
Jane Barnhill 

 1vppublications@arkansasearlychildhood.org 
Second Vice President -  Membership  

 Marilyn Bailey 
 2vpmembership@arkansasearlychildhood.org 

Secretary  
 Beverly Wright 

  secretary@arkansasearlychildhood.org 
Treasurer  

Dawn Jeffrey 
treasurer@arkansasearlychildhood.org 

Historian  
 Terry Michaels 

  historian@arkansasearlychildhood.org 
 Public Policy Chair  

Geania Dickey 
pubpolicy_chair@arkansasearlychildhood.org 

SECA Representative  
Joanna Grymes 

secarep@arkansasearlychildhood.org 
Member -at -Large - District #1  

 Penny Hitt 
  district1_mal@arkansasearlychildhood.org 

Member -at -Large - District #2  
Tamaya Walker 

district2_mal@arkansasearlychildhood.org 
Member -at -Large - District #3   

Natasha Crosby 
district3_mal@arkansasearlychildhood.org 

 Member -at -Large -  District #4  
 Molly Wooten 

  district4_mal@arkansasearlychildhood.org 
Conference Chair ï 2013  

Elizabeth Scudder 
ÃÏÎÆͺÃÏÃÈÁÉÒρͽÁÒËÁÎÓÁÓÅÁÒÌÙÃÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄȢÏÒÇ  

Conference Program Chair ï 2013  
Malinda McSpadden 

ÃÏÎÆͺÐÒÏͺÃÈÁÉÒρͽÁÒËÁÎÓÁÓÅÁÒÌÙÃÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄȢÏÒÇ  
 

Your 2013 AECA Board  

The 51st annual AECA 

Conference was a 

wonderful success and 

plans are already 

underway for the 52nd 

Conference which will 

be held at the Hot 

Springs Civic and Convention Center on October 10 ð12, 

2013.  The theme for the conference is All About the Brain 

Baby!   Please submit your presentation proposals soon 

using the form found on page 3.  If you are aware of a 

vendor who would be a good match for the needs of our 

conference attendees, please contact Elizabeth Scudder at 

elizabeths@wacd.net   We are especially looking for vendors 

who provide materials and information relating to brain 

development.  

51st AECA Conference 

Highlights  
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The AECA Conference is an opportunity to interact and net-
work with early care and education professionals around the 
state. Interest Sessions are for child care providers and educa-
tors in the early childhood field. Interest Sessions are one hour 
in length and should focus on practices, trends and issues in 
early care and education, birth to age eight. There are 8 com-
petency areas your proposed Interest Session may fall under. 

COMPETENCY AREAS 

1. Child Growth and Development 

2. Learning Environment and Curriculum 

3. Positive Interactions and Guidance 

4. Family and Community 

5. Child Observation and Assessment 

6. Health, Safety, and Nutrition 

7. Professional Development and Leadership 

8. Program Planning and Management 

 TARGET AUDIENCE (specialty area of participants) 

1. Infants and Toddlers (6 weeks-3 years) 

2. Preschool (3-5 years) 

3. Grades K-3 

4. Kindergarten 

5. School Age (5-13) 

7. Mixed Ages 

8. Administration 

9. Trainers 

10. Other-please specify 

 LEVEL OF TRAINING 

1. Foundation- Limited to extended experience with limited 
professional development, initial 10-20 hours of training 

2. Intermediate- Work experience or professional preparation 
sufficient to plan and implement curriculum an learning 
environments and support assistant teachers within the 
classroom 

3. Advanced- Work experience or professional preparation 
sufficient to develop, implement, monitor, an evaluate 
policies and procedures based on current research and 
best practice/evidence based practices; develop, imple-
ment and evaluation curriculum and learning environ-
ments; and model for and supervise other staff 

EXPENSES 

No AECA Funds are available for presenter expenses. All pre-
senters must pre-register for the conference. LCD projectors and 
screens are available in the presentation rooms. AECA will not 
furnish additional audio-visual equipment. 

PROCEDURE 

1. Proposals for presenting an interest session should include: 

A.  Title of presentation 

B.  Lead presenter: Name, Address, Summer address (if 
applicable), Telephone numbers, Email address, Em-
ployer name. Brief professional bio. TAPP Registry 
Number (if needed, specialized trainers will be approved 
by the AECA Board) 

C.  Co-Presenter(s): Name, Address, Telephone numbers, 
Email address, Employer name. Brief professional bio(s) 

D.  Target audience (Choose from the left). 

E.  Competency area addressed (Choose from the left). 

F. Level of Training (Choose from the left) 

G.  Whether you would repeat this session. 

H.  List of learning objectives and/or outline of session topic 
and format (200 words or less). 

I. 20 ï 30 word session description that will go in the confer-
ence program. 

J. Other requests (if applicable) 

2. Submit your proposal electronically by filling out  the Online 
Call for Proposal form at  www.ArkansasEarlyChildhood.org 

3. Proposals must be received by April 1, 2013. 

4. Letters of acceptance will be mailed by June 15, 2013. 

 

For more information about the 

2013 AECA conference visit: 

      www.ArkansasEarlyChildhood.org/Conference.html 

 

ARKANSAS EARLY CHILDHOOD ASSOCIATION 

52nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Oct. 10ï12, 2013, Hot Springs Civic and Convention Center 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

http://www.ArkansasEarlyChildhood.org
http://www.ArkansasEarlyChildhood.org/Conference.html
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Happy New Year to my friends and colleagues in the Arkansas Early 

Childhood Association!  I look forward to working with you this year in 

òenhancing the lives of children, families and early childhood 

professionalsó.  Please join me with the Southern Early Childhood 

Association (SECA) in òimproving the quality of care and education for young children and 

their families through advocacy and professional development.ó 

I hope everyone knows about this professional development opportunity ð the upcoming 

Southern Early Childhood Association Conference in Mobile, February 28 ð March 2.  The 

conference is housed at the Renaissance Mobile Riverview Plaza Hotel, overlooking Mobile 

Bay.  This yearõs theme is òHand and Hand: Children and Nature,ó and many of the key note 

speakers and sessions will focus on topics such as outdoor classrooms/learning spaces, nature

-based learning, and environmental education.  Highlights of the conference are likely to be 

keynote sessions with David Kisor ("The Power of Music to Build Social and Emotional 

Skills"), international authority Robin C. Moore ("Outdoors by Design: Why? How? Who 

Wins?"), Holly Elissa -Bruno (leading the 2013 Director's Seminar, based on her newest book), 

and perennial favorite Shawn Brown.  With over seventy break -out sessions, there is certain 

to be topics of interest for just about everyone.  For more information go to http://

www.southernearlychildhood.org/seca_conference.php . 

I want to acknowledge to you the hard work of the SECA office staff.  Although there has 

been staff turnover during the fall, the staff has kept the office, membership, publications 

and the conference running smoothly.  Since the SECA Office also provides support to AECA 

through the AECA Association Manager, we have been doubly served by this hard working 

crew.  If you have been well served by the AECA or SECA office, please let them know!  

Certainly, if there is anything I can do assist you, please let me know!   

3%#! 2%02%3%.4!4)6%  2%0/24 
BY JOANNA GRYMES  

 

 

 

 

     64th Annual SECA Conference 

    February 28-March 2, 2013 

   Renaissance Mobile  

Riverview Plaza Hotel 

http://www.southernearlychildhood.org/seca_conference.php
http://www.southernearlychildhood.org/seca_conference.php


 

 

 

 

 

 

AECA is so proud of Geania Dickey, who was 

chosen by Arkansas Advocates for Children and 

Families as one of two 2012 Friend of Children 

honorees this past December!  Previous honorees 

have included Arkansas Childrenõs Hospital, 

Beatrice Shelby, Hugh McDonald, Governor Mike 

Huckabee, Governor Mike Beebe, and State 

Senator Joyce Elliot.  

Geania has served AECA well in the advocacy 

work that brought her this recognition.  She has 

served as the Public Policy Co -Chair for AECA 

since 2002.  Under Geaniaõs leadership, AECA was 

a lead agency for the Invest Early Coalition.  The 

Invest Early Coalition advocated to bring forth 

and maintain the state ABC funding.  Other 

professional honors Geania has garnered include 

the 2004 Sister Joan Pytlik award for Legislative 

Advocacy presented by the Arkansas Kids Count 

Coalition and the 2007 Arkansas Early Childhood 

Association Outstanding Member.  

AECA is thankful for Geaniaõs energy, political 

savvy, and commitment to the children, families, 

and professionals working with Arkansasõ children 

and youth.  Thank you, Geania, for your work and 

contributions, and for keeping AECA in the 

forefront of public policy.  

Congratulations  

To Geania 

Dickey  
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AECA  Treasurer, Dawn Jeffery, re-

ports that the Southside preschool is 

adding an additional  three year old 

classroom. The data they have collected 

indicates that  children who attend the 

preschool  score an average eight points 

higher upon entrance to kindergarten. 

than children who do not attend.  There 

are currently 150 children enrolled in 

the preschool.   

Southside Preschool teachers Rana Hil-

ton, Angela Bradley, Kristi Muston, 

Jalesa Reed, Vanessa Lancaster, and 

Lisa McGhee will present at the upcom-

ing SECA Conference in Mobile, Ala-

bama. The presentation which is sched-

uled for February 28 will offer ideas for 

implementing their own science curric-

ulum through gardening. 


